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Press release 

Paris, 12 July 2024 

 

Avril's takeover bid has been accepted by France's Commercial Court, 
ushering in a new future for the production of amino acids in France and in 

Europe, and reinforcing sovereignty in the animal sector 
 
The Paris Commercial Court announced today that it has accepted the takeover bid 
presented by Avril in association with the SPI (Sociétés de Projets Industriels) 
investment fund, which is managed by Bpifrance on behalf of the French state, as part 
of the France 2030 program. This project, undertaken with the support of the Hauts-de-
France Region and the Amiens metropolitan area, will safeguard 315 jobs by taking over 
the operations of Metex Novistagoo (Amiens and Paris), as well as a portion of Metex's 
R&D activities in Saint-Beauzire. The takeover will come into effect on Tuesday 16 July 
2024. 
 
In alignment with our collective ambition, this project will help preserve our national industrial 
fabric, and keep this production active in Europe – as relaunching lysine production and the 
development of other amino acids are essential to the sovereignty of the French and European 
animal production sectors. This project is therefore fully consistent with Avril's commitment to 
the public interest, its long-term vision and our deep-rooted connection to local regions.  
 
Building on the skills and expertise of the 315 employees who will be joining the Avril workforce 
as of 16 July, and reinforced by the company's own expertise, Avril will be implementing a 
strategic plan to restructure this business line, in order to guarantee its long-term success and 
ensure new prospects for development.   
 
This project, bringing fresh ambition, is based on four priorities: 

• Refocusing operations on fermented amino acids for use in animal production 

• Optimizing the production of essential amino acids, then reinforcing the production of 
specialty amino acids 

• Developing an aggressive investment policy for industrial equipment and facilities   

• Streamlining the procurement of raw materials and market commodities 
 
Jean-Philippe Puig, CEO of Avril, stated: "I'm delighted with this decision, which marks a new 
step in Avril's development. On behalf of all our staff, I'd like to welcome the 315 new 
employees who'll be joining us. I'm proud and happy with the project we put together to secure 
a new future for these enterprises. Now we can get to work developing a solid and long-term 
economic model, and offering a range of products that will help boost both the competitiveness 
of the livestock sector and its environmental transition. I'd like to thank our partner, Bpifrance, 
for their confidence, along with the national and local institutional stakeholders involved, 
notably the CIRI (inter-ministerial committee for industrial restructuring), the Hauts-de-France 
region and the Amiens metropolitan area who mobilized to support us, as well as the legal 
operators involved (court-appointed agents and the Commercial Court). Together, we will 
succeed in preserving and developing a strategically vital activity for European sovereignty 
and the future of animal production sectors." 
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About Avril The 5th largest agri-food group in France, Avril is the industrial and financial leader in the French vegetable oil and protein sector. 
Created by the agricultural world, the Group develops innovative, healthy and sustainable solutions to feed people and animals, and 
accelerate the decarbonization of the planet. Its purpose, Serving the Earth, guides its actions, in line with its ambition to become the leader 
in plant transformation by 2030, serving the agricultural, food and environmental transitions. 
In addition to its historic role as an investor, the Group is now a manufacturer firmly rooted in plant processing, from seed to processed 
product. Active in human food, animal nutrition and expertise, renewable energies and green chemistry, it deploys a portfolio of activities 
that are all leaders in their markets. 
Strengthened by this link with French farming, Avril has based its growth over the past 40 years on a unique value-creation model: it 
reinvests all its profits in the dynamics of the industry and its development in France and abroad. Present in 19 countries with nearly 7,500 
employees at 69 industrial sites and sales offices, Avril generated 8 billion euros in revenue in 2023. 
For further information: avril.com | X @Avril | Linkedin Avril 

mailto:helene.taboury@avril.com
mailto:beatrice.germain@avril.com
mailto:helene.taboury@avril.com
mailto:beatrice.germain@avril.com
mailto:zoe.henneguier@avril.com

	Press release
	Paris, 12 July 2024

